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It was while in Yeravda that Gandhi staged his
series of famous fasts. His first in September, 1932,
was designed to force the Government to make
fundamental changes in its communal award. Gandhi
was told that he could secure his release if he would
agree to certain restrictions on his movements, but
he refused the offer. He declared that he was not
willing to buy his liberty on such terms, and there-
fore had to remain in prison. This fast came to an
end when certain adjustments to the communal
award were made.
Gandhi could have regained his liberty at any
time by calling off civil disobedience, but in point
% of fact he remained in Yeravda for sixteen months.
On May ist, 1933, Gandhi announced his intention
to undertake an " unconditional and irrevocable fast
for twenty-one days," on behalf of the work of eradi-
cating the evils of untouchability. By this time he had
completely abandoned the nonpossumus attitude he had
taken up at the Round Table Conference, and was
now the champion of the depressed classes.
Explaining the origin of his decision to fast, Gandhi
said that a tempest had been raging within him for
some days. The voice became insistent, and said,
" Why don't you do it ? " He resisted, but in vain-
He added that a study of the evil of untouchability
since the days of the Round Table Conference had
convinced him that it was far greater than he had
thought it to be. Money, external organization and
political power would help the untouchables, but
this must be accompanied by self-purification, which
could only come about by fasting and prayer.